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Introduction
Consider a boy who is the victim bullying as he
goes through his middle school career. He is
mocked by his classmates who will stop at
nothing to break his spirit and confidence. This
boy trudges through long years of education
until one day, he is promoted from his
mediocre classes and is allowed to join the
ranks of the best students. He transforms from
who he was before, while at the same time,
those that had vexed him slowly lose their
direction in life. Now he walked and sat with
the best and brightest and life had only
positives to give him. He would graduate, he
would forget, he would raise in his career and
become much accomplished. Then, a day comes
when a certain individual knocks on his door.
It is his former bully. Why was he here? Money.
He needed money to save his life. His friends
had abandoned him and those that he trusted
had betrayed him. The strong had now become
weak. What should this boy do then? Even
gazing at this man's face sends his heart into
convulsions. In this situation, this boy can
express one of two things, Justice or Mercy.
Justice, in that this bully will get what he
deserves. Mercy, in that he will help him and
forget about the past. This thought experiment
is an example of the power of Mercy and it is
this quality by which God chooses to describe
his greatest Prophet, Muhammad(pbuh). Such
was the mercy that he expressed to his bullies
on the day of the conquest of Mecca. "I shall
forgive you as Yusuf did his brothers" he said.
Mercy often seems distant to us and we
question it's practicality. But the Muslim lets
mercy soak his actions. In this issue of the
Youth Voice, we will discuss the mercy of the
Prophet and also touch on the mercy of Allah.
Mercy, as Allah has said, exceeds His wrath and
it is this attribute by which Allah chose to
introduce his noble self to us in the first surah
of the Quran as 'Ar Rahman, Ar Rahim'.

The Hadith Of
Mercy
a brief explanation by

Br. Muaz Rahman

"Narrated by Abdullah bin Umar, the

prophet (sws) said: “Allah the most merciful
shows mercy upon the merciful people. So have
mercy upon those on the earth, so that the one in
the heaven has mercy on you.” (Abu Dawud)"
In the first portion of this hadith, we see that Allah is referred to as the
most merciful one, and that he shows his mercy upon the merciful
people. One of the issues that we are plagued with as a society is that we
do not truly understand the greatness of Allah. We are not completely
able to truly grasp the qualities of Allah to their fullest extent. When we
call to Allah as the most merciful one, do we really understand what that
means? What that entails? Let us take a short look at an example. Say
there is a young child and someone takes away his toy, but this young boy
decides to forgive this other person and let it go. We will say this young
boy is merciful. Now let’s take a middle-class working man. If we see this
man give a couple grand to a homeless person, we will probably say this
man is merciful to others. Finally let’s take a king. If a king gives
hundreds of thousands of dollars to another person, we will probably say
this king is merciful. The point here is that there are different levels of
what “mercy” is to different statuses of people. The same mercy for a child
is not the same for a king, and vice versa. Now let us consider the mercy
of the one who is the controller and the creator of everything that exists
and ever existed, the all-powerful, the all-knowing, the one who has the
treasures of the heavens and the earths on his fingertips. What kind of
mercy do you think he has? What kind of mercy do you think is
associated with such a powerful being – that is Allah? It is mercy that
cannot be grasped. And that in and of itself is the greatness of Allah.
After describing how Allah, the most-merciful, has mercy on the merciful
people, the second portion of the hadith defines who these “merciful
people” are. As the hadith details, the merciful person is the one who has
mercy “upon those on the earth.” This specific wording suggests that we
should have mercy to all people, not just our fellow-believers. We should
have mercy upon all human beings, regardless of faith, creed, ethnicity,
or origin. We are all slaves of Allah and it is our responsibility to show
mercy to all. But the wording does not stop there; it also suggests that we
should have mercy to all living beings on the earth, not just human
beings. This includes trees, plants, creatures, animals, etc. And if one can
show mercy to other creation, Allah, who is the most-merciful and the
highest of high, will show his mercy on you – a mercy that transcends
any kind of mercy that we can ever fathom in our imagination. And in
essence, this is what Islam is - a religion full of mercy.
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A Definition Of
Mercy

Brother Numan Ali Dügmeoglu

As Muslims, we are always told that mercy is a key component
of Islam. This distinction becomes even more important to
young Muslims today who are growing up in an age where
society is redlining Islam to embody the complete opposite of
mercy. All religions and ideological movements have been
subject to widespread scrutiny and social persecution at some
point in its history or time. For example, both Christians and
Jews were labeled heretics and dissidents in their early days
because people were genuinely taken aback by the idea of a
new system of faith challenging not only personal beliefs, but
also beliefs that had for so long been accepted by the general
public. In essence, persecution and/or ostracism of religions,
ethnicities, and so on is spurred and fueled by fear not hate,
and more specifically a fear of the unknown. The unfortunate
hate towards Islam, however, is partly due
to our own shortcomings as an Ummah
(Muslim community).
Pressured by outsides forces and our own
negligence, we sought refuge at the time
from both extremes in our practice of Islam.
We’ve either gravitated towards extremely
conservative rulings and practices or a very
liberal interpretation, in which we’ve lost
sight of practice but retained the elements
of Islamic principles. That analysis falls
outside the scope of this piece, but it is
important to note that this polarization in general has left a
void in the middle.
As it says in Ayah 143 of Surah Baqara:
“…And thus We have made you a Wasata (Middle
way – Just/Balanced] Ummah/Nation.”
Muslims have been made people of the middle way and we
must return to it. Otherwise, we are doomed to experience the
same fate and corruption as the peoples of previous prophets
have, considering Islam is experiencing its era of persecution
during a massive conflagration of modern media and
technology.
To acquire this 'Wasata', we must cultivate a balance between
physical worship and the expression of principles. This is
where the concept of mercy plays a crucial role as it will
allow our lives to be transformed into a state of perpetual
worship, a worship so beautiful even nonbelievers envy its
grace.
You may be wondering how this could be done, and it’s
actually really simple. First, our understanding of mercy must
go beyond the mundane. From there we must move onto
implementing that understanding in the expression of our

practice of Islam. Fundamentally mercy is the
fuel that propels the Deen. As we know, a key
dhikr in Islam is “In the name of Allah the
Compassionate, the Merciful.” 'Rahman'
translates to
“The Compassionate” and Rahim to “The
Merciful”. However, etymologically speaking,
both Rahman and Rahim actually denote mercy.
The difference is in that as Ar-Rahim, the
Merciful, Allah reserves his mercy for the
Mu’min, the believers on the Day of Judgment.
Yet, as Ar-Rahman, the Compassionate, Allah
does not discriminate in who receives his mercy
in the dunya. Both believers and nonbelievers
are all treated and judged with ultimate mercy.
Allah states in Surat al-A’raf, Ayah 156, “…My
mercy encompasses all things." That is to say
Allah has reserved for himself two titles that
laud His boundless mercy, yet we continue to
only think of mercy in one way. When we think
of mercy, we tend to attribute it to dealing with
forgiveness and in some
sense pity. Yet Allah
reminds us that mercy is
interchangeable with
compassion yet uniquely
different.
What is Compassion? It
is the ability to empathize
and sympathize; to feel for
another when they are in a
trying situation. So the fact
that Allah has this sense of
empathy for all things - even nonbelievers - is
profound. Not only does He have a sense of pity
and forgiveness for all during our time in this
Dunya; He relates to us and knows the pain we
feel. He alleviates our struggles and relishes in
our happiness regardless of who we are or
what we may (or may not) believe...

"Rasulullah
(saw) equated
mercy with
affection and
love."

continued on pg 7 ...
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The Prophet's
Mercy

Brother Akib Azad

Giving is a noble quality. Giving, when one has very
little for himself, is even more noble. The Prophet (S)
kept for himself and his family barely enough to survive.
Umar (R) once visited the Prophet (S) when he was lying
down on a mat. When the Prophet (S) sat up, he noticed
that the mat has left marks on his skin. When he looked
around the room to see what other things the Prophet
(S) possessed, he noticed a semi-tanned leather bag
hanging on the side and a meager amount of food
supplies. Umar (R) broke into tears on seeing the grim
living condition of the noble Prophet (S). When asked
why he was weeping, he responded, “Apostle of Allah,
why should I not shed tears? This mat has left its marks
on your sides and I do
not see in your
storeroom (except
these few things) that I
have seen; Caesar and
Chosroes are leading
their lives in plenty
whereas you are Allah's
Messenger. His chosen
one, and that is your
state”. The messenger
(S) replied, “Ibn Khattab, are you not satisfied that for us
(there should be the prosperity) of the Hereafter, and for
them (there should be the prosperity of) this world?”

rude manner,
the Prophet (S) could have said “Why
should I give you anything?”. What he does
next is even more extraordinary. After all
the companions left, the Prophet (S) took
the Bedouin by his hand and took him to
his house and fed him and sheltered him
for three days and three nights.
After his experience with the messenger (S),
the Bedouin took Prophet (S) outside his
home and called people for an
announcement. He testified to the people
that no man has ever shown him mercy
except Muhammad (S). The Prophet (S)
disliked that anyone should return home
from his presence empty-handed, whether
he be gentle or harsh to the Messenger of
Allah. Although the blessed messenger
suffered injuries from
the Bedouin, the
thought of vengeance
did not occur to him
for a moment. He gave
the man what no other
man could give for the
type of behavior he
displayed, mercy.

"The thought of
vengeance did
not occur to him
for a moment."

There was a time when the Prophet (S) was giving away
whatever he could to the needy when a Bedouin man
came. Bedouins, living a very simple life in the desert,
can lack mannerisms and proper conduct. The Bedouin
man came after the Messenger (S) gave away whatever
he had to give and had no more to give. The man came
and grabbed the messenger by the collar and dragged
him down towards him so aggressively that the cloth
tore through the prophet’s skin, causing a line of blood
to form around his neck. The Prophet’s (S) immediate
response was not to flail his limbs at the aggressor, but
lean towards the man to ease his pain. Then the man
shouted, “Give me from your wealth”. Prophet (S)
replied, “I don’t have any more to give”. After being
physically abused and then being addressed in a very

His prophetic
character goes beyond
any ordinary instance of mercy. If a similar
incident took place today to the president of
the United States or to any prominent
figure, the bodyguards will deal with the
man with a force that will be condoned by
the president or the prominent figure. That
is because he feels entitled to receive
unconditional respect and any deviation
dents his ego. Any act of mercy is rare and
usually is interpreted as an act of public
display to promote oneself or some agenda.
Both party, thereafter, are on news
headlines for weeks. An act of mercy is
taken advantage of and becomes a redcarpet phenomenon. Let’s bring this down
to the everyday human being situation. We
feel like we cannot be kind, merciful and
continued on pg 6 ...
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E d i t or s P i c k

distinguished and noble men to him. Their attire was to
be rags and nooses were to be tied around their necks
and they shall come to him with bare feet for him to do
with them as he saw fit.
M e r c y i n t h e h e r oi c t r a d i t i on
The six that went were volunteers whose selflessness and
spirit of sacrifice is captured by Rodin in his
In 1884, Auguste Rodin – perhaps France's most
monumental work. These six represent all the goodness
famous sculptor – was commissioned by the city of
of France and the honor of her people (though I would
Calais for a piece that would reflect French national
argue these qualities are nonexistent in France today).
history and pride. The Burghers of Calais it was called,
Yet a similar sculpture sits proudly outside the great
and it serves as a monument to the siege of Calais that
British house of parliament! Why? When these six
had happened many centuries ago during the 100
humiliated men were brought before the King of
years war between France and their English
England, Edward in a great show of mercy, forgave them
neighbors. Six men it portrayed, with nooses around
and let them free. The sculpture outside parliament
their necks and their feet bare. After his sudden
captures this quality of a monarch so powerful that he
landing at Normandy and his soul crushing victories
can afford to show mercy.
at Cannes and Crecy, Edward III – one of England's
These are the heroes of Western tradition and Edward's
most celebrated kings (and also responsible for the red
pardon of the six men of Calais is still seen as a great feat
cross on the flag) – marched to Calais, a key fortified
in the eyes of many (though they conveniently leave out
city near a port that would most certainly secure the
the part where the queen persuaded him).
success of his campaign in France.
What ensued was one of the longest sieges ever
Is this the extent of mercy in western heroic tradition?
recorded in Medieval warfare with the common
Perhaps.
people of Calais and a handful of French troops
Limiting our study of the world to western tradition robs
holding out to Edward (who had razed and killed all
us of knowledge concerning true heroic deeds done in
that lived in the surrounding countryside) for almost a
the past. What is a true heroic deed in the realm of
year. The situation inside the city was so dire that at
mercy? To me (and to those with a hint of common
it's darkest days, the men, women and children of
sense), it must be a situation in which a person has every
Calais were forced to eat rats to survive. The French
right to be unmerciful and vengeful, but chooses mercy.
king watched helpless, as a great share of his forces
Edward's mercy is faux; his campaign in France
and his nobles had been slaughtered on the fields of
invalidates any iota of goodness that he may have shown
Crecy mercilessly by Edward; thus, no reinforcement
to the six at Calais. He intentionally commanded his
came to the oppressed people of Calais.
soldiers to raid the country side, burn crops and kill
Starved, defeated and abandoned, they held up the
innocent civilians where ever they were found.
white flag and prepared for a humiliating surrender.
His invasion of France was not only an act of supreme
Just as the English would barge into the city to loot it
aggression by modern standards, but an act of a power
and rape its women, Edward stopped them. He
hungry and lustful man seeking dominion.
commanded Calais to send six of its most
But is there no instance of true mercy in Western
history? Perhaps there is. But one of the most striking
cases arises in Islamic history.
Such was the case when the Prophet of Islam,
Muhammad peace be upon him entered into the city of
Mecca in 630 AD, many centuries before the English
knew the meaning of 'civilization'. If a man had a greater
right to exact vengeance on a people, it would be
Muhammad as he looked on the faces of the dishearten
Meccans, the oppressors, killers, and bullies of him and
his followers. These were the people that would take a
continued on pg 7 ...
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Allah's Mercy

A Poem by Br. Atik Rahman

Allah is the All Merciful, the Most Merciful
His Mercy is vast and all encompassing
He is ever bestowing His Mercy to His creation
He is the only one that can save you so listen

giving if others do not know about it on social
media. As the popular saying goes, “Pic or it didn’t
happen”. Simply put, society demands evidence for
every little act and we sell the purity of our
intention by buying into society’s demand for proof
of our good conduct. Remember, it was the Bedouin
that made the prophet’s mercy and hospitality
public, not Prophet (S) himself.

Allah’s Mercy is like an everlasting cloud
Engulfing the heavens and earth from East to West
It is constantly raining beautiful beads of light
Hidden or apparent, thanks to God’s gift of sight Being merciful requires being altruistic, which in
He gives us rain for food and drink
He forgives us when we repent
We need Allah to get through strife
Surely Allah sustains all life
As Long as we believe and struggle in His name
He will unveil ninety-nine parts of His Mercy
On the Day of Judgement
Only He can save us from punishment

turn requires depriving oneself of comfort and
then going out of his way to pave the road and
shovel out the obstacles for someone else, then
making that person feel as if that person is the most
beloved to him. That is how the Prophet (S) made
others feel when in his noble company. Anyone,
after interacting with the Prophet (S) for a moment,
would think that no one is more beloved to the
Prophet (S) than he. This is the prophetic model.

Be merciful
So Allah will grant mercy upon you
If you wish to succeed
Listen and take heed

Atiq Rahman is a MUNA Youth leader and a senior in
Carver High School in Philadelphia.

Akib Azad is a Member of MUNA Youth and
is the Natoinal Director of Operations and
Management and also the East Zone Youth
Director
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Legacies of
Mercy ... continued
If Allah embraces everyone in this unique mercy despite
being powerful enough to easily judge who is deserving of
mercy and also sufficiently punish them, should we not do
the same? Summed up beautifully by Rasulullah (saw)
himself, he said, “The Most Merciful shows mercy to those
who have mercy on others. Show mercy to those on earth,
and the One above the heaven will show mercy to you."

Muslim, tie him up and drop him in the middle of
the desert to be roasted by the heat. These were the
people who had fought against the Prophet on the
day of Uhud, killed his closest family (his uncle) and
maiming his body. These were the people who had
thrown rocks at him until he bled and had exacted
every form of punishment on him and his followers
because of their beliefs.
Ultimately, this brings me to my second and final
On the day of the conquest of Mecca, the Prophet
expansion, that mercy is love. In the cited Hadiths, we
rode in humbly with head bowed low and he said to
learn Rasulullah (saw) equated mercy with affection and
the Meccans as they stared at him with wide eyes
love. This ties back to the notion of molding our worship
so that it is in a state of continuous ibadah. Live life to love. humbled by their defeat, 'I will be as Yusuf (Joseph)
Live a love so pure it is solely a love for your Lord because was to his brothers.' and he forgave them (save a 9
love is the essence of our creation. Love all of creation
war-criminals), including the man and women who
because their existence reminds you of your Creator.
had killed and maimed his uncle.
Moreover, when you love someone, you want what is best
for them, and thus you strive to ensure that they do not
This is the tradition of mercy in Islamic history. Not
experience any type of pain. You work to ensure out of
only is it greater, more astounding to the mind than
your compassion nurtured by love that no one experiences that of Edward's faux show, but it sheds a light upon
punishment in the Akhira or discomfort in this Dunya....
the type of man that the Prophet Muhammad was, a
man so selfless that hurts done to him were
Know full well that every encounter with anyone, no
immediately forgiven, but so upright that oppressors
matter how insignificant, is an opportunity to ease a
of his followers would earn his wrath; and even
person’s worldly and otherworldly pain, and in doing so
then, he found a place in his expansive heart for
your life embodies mercy because you indiscriminately
forgiveness.
give, help, and love. In the process, you enter a perpetual
state of worship and also make continuous da'wah to
Islam. All this, because you have understood mercy – in
theory and in practice.
Numan Dugmeoglu is a junior student of
History and Political Science at Drexel
University, a teacher at the Turkish Cultural
Center in New Jersey and an Assistant
Coordinator at the Peace Islands Institute in

The course of history had led to a point where
western philosophies has slowly become the
standard by which we judge other philosophies. This
is not a negative thing. But once in a while, we
should question established thought and learn from
cultures not our own and perhaps we will find
therein, heroes who act like heroes and men and
women worthy of true praise.
As the prophet once said, “The strong is not the one
who overcomes the people by his strength, but the
strong is the one who controls himself while in
anger”.
Moderation, tolerance and mercy. Perhaps it is time
that Muslims return to their tradition.
Opinions from the editors:

Each Issue, we will attempt to discuss an islamic
concept from a different, non-traditional
prespective. We hope you enjoy our musings.
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WEEKLY PLAN
JUNE:
WEEK 1: DA'WAH MEETING  SIGNIFICANCE OF RAMADAN AND FASTING
WEEK 2: GENERAL STUDY  QURAN STUDY WITH CORRECT PRONUNCIATION
WEEK 3:ASSOC.MEMBER STUDY SESSION  IN THE EARLY HOURS BY KHURRAM MURAD
WEEK 4:ASSOC.MEMBER MEETING  HADITH: STATUS OF AMOTHER
JULY:
WEEK 1: DA'WAH MEETING  LAYLATUL QADR, DISCUSSION ON THE FIQH OF FASTING
WEEK 2: GENERAL STUDY  QUR'AN TA'LEEM WITH CORRECT PRONUNCIATION SURAH KAFIRUN
WEEK 3:ASSOC.MEMBER STUDY SESSION  COLLECTIVE READING: RAMADAN RULES AND RELATED ISSUES BY HAFIZ SALAHUDDIN YUSUF
WEEK 4:ASSOC.MEMBER MEETING  DARSALQURAN ON SURAH 58 VERSE 422

NOTE:THESE GUIDELINES ARE SUMMARIZED.PLEASE REFER TO THE DETAILED WEEKLY SYLLABUS PROVIDED TO EACH SUBCHAPTER FOR FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS.

The future is bright at MUNA
Youth South Jersey's first ever
Juniors program.

The youth are absorbed by Imam
Shareef Faizullah's Introduction to
Dawah course at the Delaware
Valley Islamic Center.

Edited and Designed by:
Nazmul Hassan and Shaiful Kashem
MUNA Youth is a Muslim Youth group dedicated to the
understanding and proper implementation of Islam as well as
empowering youth to become active members of the community.

To contact the editor, please email him at
email: snh58@drexel.edu
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